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short of seventy. It is no use to point to Gladstone.
Chamberlain may possess some of Gladstone's inner
fires to impel him forward, but the burden of supreme
responsibility is to-day too heavy for any man to
sustain for very long after he has reached three score
years and ten. The war has upset all electoral calcula-
tions. Friends and foes who assumed that circumstan-
ces would allow of a General Election before November
1940 could treat it as virtually certain that he would
not last as Prime Minister beyond the middle of the
life of the next Parliament, I presume to offer no
verdict upon his work, and these words arc not in-
tended to bear more than their face value: no man
has undergone a more fearful strain; he deserves a
rest. May his physique be as enduring as it seems,
so that he may long enjoy it.
But let us return to the tributaries which flow into
his character. To some he has seemed a strangely
municipal figure. The late Lord Birkenhead is credited
with a characteristic pronouncement upon him. "He
would make a good Town Clerk of Birmingham in a
bleak year." Except when he is enjoying the relaxa-
tion of fishing he wears the wing collar which is now
seldom worn in daylight except by members of the
legal profession. He seems fashioned to endure the
rigours of winter as well as to enjoy the exuberance
of summer. Beyond a doubt he is a big man. Some
of his admirers have called him "great" If that is
so, there is one quality which more than any other
elevates him to that level It is his moral courage,
On some men it confers weakness as well as strength
and has been known to breed obstinacy and self-
satisfaction. In Chamberlain the quality is there in
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